
 

 
 
 Gardeners are some of the most giving people out there. In fact, most of us were born to 

nurture. Think of all those young plants we’ve grown from seeds on into maturity, caring for 
them meticulously along the way. You can put these natural care-giving tools and knowledge to 
good use by taking it one step further – by cultivating, or mentoring, another gardener. We are 
currently taking volunteer applications for knowledgable gardeners to mentor in the Wharton 
Grows program.  Wharton Grows, an initiative started by Hesed House of Wharton, is an 
at-home gardening opportunity. Our goal is to help families and senior citizens in our community 
by giving them the materials, tools, and guidance needed to grow and harvest a successful 
vegetable garden. 

As a garden mentor, or coach, you’ll help educate new gardeners, young or old, on how 
to become proficient gardeners. You’ll be there to point gardeners in the right direction, show 
them how to get started, and how to care for the garden. With garden coaching, you’re providing 
one-on-one mentorship and guidance on how to accomplish particular gardening tasks. You help 
someone become experienced and knowledgeable about garden plants, including those well 
suited to our particular climate, and tips on how to plant and care for them. 

Garden mentors encourage fellow gardeners to get their hands dirty by allowing them to 
do all the work while cheering them on and “coaching” them through. You may have some input 
into what work is to be done but do not actually perform these tasks yourself. 

While formal education isn’t required, garden mentors should, at the very least, have 
experience and working knowledge of backyard gardening. You should also have a passion for 
plants and a desire to share your interest with others. Garden coaching is a great way to help 
anyone new to gardening learn the basics. And you don’t have to have all of the answers to all of 
the questions--just knowledge of where to find helpful information. 

If selected to become a mentor, responsibilities include:  
● being available for the initial start of the garden to help teach the gardener  
● a monthly meeting with your gardening mentee to check progress of the garden 
● being open to contact with your mentee if they have questions 

If you’d prefer not to travel, you could join our online gardening community and provide 
mentorship to others through sharing your tip and tricks or providing answers to questions. 
Becoming a garden mentor starts with experience but ends with a sense of  satisfaction. 

Thank you for taking an interest in sharing your garden skills while giving back to your 
community.  
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Thank you for volunteering for Hesed House of Wharton. Please complete the form below. Once 
your completed form is received, we will contact you to address any questions you may have 
and schedule a convenient time for your volunteer orientation. 
 

Last Name First Name Date 
 

*Name of Parent or Guardian, if under 18 years:  
* If volunteer is under 18 years, the parent or guardian must also complete a volunteer application and 
agreement form.  
Address  Phone  Date of Birth  

 
  
Email: DL# : 

 
 

Company or Volunteer Group Name  
 

 

Emergency Contact:  
Name  Relationship  Phone number 

 
 

How often are you available to volunteer?  
▢ Day time ▢ Evening ▢Weekends ▢Weekly ▢Monthly  
▢Special Events ▢As Needed 
 

In what areas of involvement are you interested in participating?  
▢Mentoring (WG) ▢Garden bed building (WG) ▢Outreach  
▢ Advertising/PR Social Media ▢Admin/Office Help ▢Web Page
▢Galas/Special Events ▢Research Volunteer ▢Feeding Programs ▢Fundraising 
Grant Writing  
 

How did you hear about Hesed House?  
 

 

Why are you seeking a volunteer position? 
▢Personal Fulfillment    ▢Community Service Requirements  ▢Class/Degree Requirement   
 

Volunteer experience: 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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BACKGROUND CHECK 
 
We want our volunteers to work in a safe environment so Hesed House of Wharton requires 
criminal background checks on every volunteer. We reserve the right to decline any potential 
volunteer based on the results of the background check. Screening must be completed before 
volunteers begin working. 
 
______ I agree to have a background check.  
 
Have you been convicted of a crime?  ▢No ▢Yes  
 
If yes, please briefly describe.  
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
PHOTO RELEASE:  
I grant to Hesed House of Wharton, the right to take photographs of me and/or my family in 
connection with Hesed House events. 
I authorize Hesed House of Wharton, its assigns and transferees to copyright, use and publish 
the same in print and/or electronically. 
 
______I agree that Hesed House of Wharton may use such photographs of me with or without 
my name and for any lawful purpose, including for example such purposes as publicity, 
illustrations, advertising, and Web content. 
 
______I have read and understand the above. 
 
Volunteer Attestation_________________________________ Date______  
 
 
LIABILITY WAIVER: I hereby Release and Waive liability against Hesed House of Wharton, a 
non-profit corporation, its directors, officers, employees and agents, its successors and assigns, 
for any injuries or illness that I myself or my dependent may suffer in connection with any 
volunteer work for Hesed House of Wharton. I agree that this release is as broad and inclusive 
as permitted by the laws of the State of Texas  
 
Volunteer Signature ________________________________Date______ 
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